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Furman A LU M N I  N EWS 
District. He went on to become a partner 
in the Merritt-Stroud Food Brokerage 
Company. He was a decorated officer 
in  the U.S .  Naval Reserves, having earned 
two Gold Stars for his service at the initial 
landing at lwo Jima. He also was awarded 
the Order of the Palmetto, the highest 
civi l ian honor a South Carol inian can 
receive. He was active with the American 
Legion, Optimists, Rotary, Elks and 
Greenvil le Artists Gui ld .  
Lecil Drummond Cushman '40, June 30, 
Aiken, S.C. She began her career as 
a journal ist, founding a weekly newspaper 
in Greenville and then working as a police 
reporter for The Columbia (S .C.) Record. 
She then began a teaching career that 
lasted 31 years, 24 of them as a kinder­
garten teacher at Mead Hall  Episcopal 
School in  Aiken. A talented actress, 
she was a founding member of the Aiken 
Community Playhouse and performed 
in numerous productions, winning 
a " Hammy" award for her starring role 
in  " Everybody Loves Opal . "  
Herbert K i n g  '40, June 1 3, Dallas, Texas. 
He served in the U.S .  Navy on the USS 
Massachusetts during World War I I  and 
worked for the Lone Star Gas Company 
after his military service. At Furman he 
played on the footbal l  team alongside 
h is brother, former Furman football 
coach Bob King. 
Wilson Parker "Red" Tuten '40, June 25, 
Greenville. For a time he taught math and 
science and coached football at Cartersville 
(Ga.) High School. He entered the U . S .  
Army A i r  Corps a n d  served as a pilot and 
adviser for 30 years, retiring in  1 969. In  
1 944 he was shot down in Romania, and 
he and his crew were interred as prisoners 
of war. Following his retirement and return 
to Hampton, S .C . ,  he was elected treasurer 
of Hampton County, an office he held for 
more than 10 years. He was an authority 
on local h istory and in 1 995,  to commem­
orate the 50th anniversary of World War II, 
he was asked to be the grand marshal of 
the Hampton County Watermelon Festiva l .  
He was active in the American Legion 
and in Rotary. 
Harriette ller london '41 ,  Ju ly 7, Rock 
H i l l ,  S .C .  She taught first grade in the 
Greenville County school system and 
served as president of the Greenville 
County Teachers Association. She later 
taught kindergarten at Rogers Memorial 
ARP Church in  Rock Hill. She was active 
in the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Junior Welfare League. 
Ernest Behling Ellis '42, J uly 1 5, Miami,  
Fla. A U.S .  Navy veteran of World War I I ,  
he went on to graduate from medical 
school in the top 10 percent of his class 
and trained as a resident in internal 
medicine and cardiology. Counting h is 
mil itary service, he practiced medicine 
for 6 1  years, 45 of which were in  a private 
internal medicine and cardiology practice 
in South Miami .  He was instrumental 
in the construction of Baptist Hospital 
in Miami and later served as chief of 
cardiology at Baptist, Larken and South 
Miami hospitals. 
Will iam B .  Pitts '43, August 1, Camden, 
S .C.  He served in  the U.S. Marine Corps 
dur ing World War I I  and later held various 
executive positions in  the family business 
at Hermitage Cotton Mi l l .  An avid tennis 
p layer, he was a former South Carolina 
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When h is father d ies, young attorney Renny 
Jacobson learns that he has inherited membership 
in a powerful secret organization . The bequest 
offers both social and financial advantages, but 
as Renny uncovers the truth behind it, he rea l izes 
he must choose between money and power and 
the potential personal and moral costs. 
That's a qu ick summary of the plot of The List, 
a novel publ ished in  2000 by Robert Whitlow '76 -
and now a feature fi lm, with Whitlow, a C harlotte, 
N .C . ,  attorney, serving as co-screenwriter and 
executive producer. 
Directed by North Carolina fi lmmaker Gary Wheeler, 
The List premiered in Charlotte in August to positive 
reviews. It has since had a l imited release in the 
Southeast. 
Whitlow, who has publ ished seven novels, has 
been dubbed the "John G risham of the C hristian fiction 
market." Reviewers have said that the film remains true 
to the novel's spiritual heart and its themes of tempta­
tion and redemption. 
Lawrence Toppman of The Charlotte Observer 
praised the performances and called The List "an 
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accomplished piece of fi lmmaking with a serious goal.  
To appreciate it, you ' l l  need to be open to two mottoes, 
spoken by the most devout of the characters. Fi rst, 
'There's more to l ife than we can see with our natural 
eyes or know with our finite minds.' And second, 'God's 
chi ldren and his enemies make the same mistake: 
They underestimate the power of prayer."' 
Toppman adds, "The film seems to echo C .S .  Lewis' 
idea that the wicked are punished enough by separa­
tion from God: Hell merely means spending eternity 
apart from divine love." 
The stars are veteran actor Malcolm McDowell, 
Chuck Carrington of television's "JAG" and H i larie 
Burton of "One Tree Hi l l . "  To learn more about 
The List and its screening schedule, visit the Web at 
www.thel ist-themovie.com.  
And watch for  news about another movie based 
on a Whitlow novel. Work has begun on the screen­
play for The Sacrifice, a legal thri l ler centering on the 
repercussions from a hate crime in North Carol ina.  
Learn more about Robert Whitlow's work 
at www.robertwhitlow. com. 
CHUCK 
CARRI NGTON 
ROBERT WHIT LOw'S 
